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FIRST PRINTING 


¡ORD 
HAS REACHED 


THAT'S TRUE. 
THEY WERE TAKEN 
LAST NIGHT. 


MY EARS THAT 
YOUR SWORDS 
HAVE BEEN 


Фа 


a < 
HOW COULD YOU 
N HAVE ALLOWED THIS 
TO HAPPEN?! 


=== 
YOU WOULD 
HAVE SOMEONE TAKE 
ZW MY PROPERTY?! 
2 


THEREFORE YOUR SWORDS Се 
ARE THE SAME AS IF 
THEY ARE MINE! 
Š 


YOU SERVE МЕ - | 3 ; ` Ж 
j 


LOOK, 


YOU'VE GOT A 
VERY NICE SWORD 
THERE. FAR NICER THAN 
THE ONES STOLEN 
FROM МЕ. 


У 


INS 
B |. гы. JUST GET 
ОМЕ NEW SWORDS 
AND EVERYTHING 


SOMEONE WILL 
JUST POINT ME 
TOWARDS THE VILLAGE 
SWORDMAKER, I'LL 
BE ON MY 
WAY... 


3 АТ ХОП -А 
3 SWORDSMAN WITH 
№ NO SWORDS... 


TASK 
YOU - WHAT GOOD 
ARE YOU? 


YOUR INSOLENCE 
IS SURPRISING... AND T 
WILL NOT ALLOW IT! NO ONE 
SPEAKS TO ME 
THIS way! 


T'VE BEEN 
WONDERING THAT 


СЪД 5225 


PRESENCE HERE 
SHAMES ME AND 
MY HOUSE! 


т DON’T TRUST HIM. 

HE SEEMED JUSTA 

LITTLE TOO EAGER TO | 
GET RID OF ME. 


SURE WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
ME IN THE FIELD 
YESTERDAY... 


„BUT I DON'T 
WANT ТО REPEAT 


РЕ YOU 
DOING? I COULD 
HAVE KILLED 


( FORGIVE МЕ, 
FATHER. 
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24 
> 
“ 


он, PLEASE СА 
FORGIVE МЕ, 
FATHER! 


4 I MUST «AFTER ALL, IT 
3 WAS THE REASON І 
4 de WAS SENT HERE. 
7 р = 
YY 


Ц YES... 
BUT I KNEW I 
»_COULDN’T - 
I 


GOING TO TAKE 
MY OWN LIFE 
INSTEAD! 


THAT'S OKAY, 4 
I THINK І САМ АРР |) 
GET UP, AND 
YUMI. THERE 
15 NOTHING TO 
N FORGIVE. 


PLEASE, 
FATHER. I WAS 
SWORN NOT 
TO SAY. 


...YOU MUST “ I'VE BEEN 4 
NOT RETURN TO 4 SET-UP. I JUS i 
THE VILLAGE. IT Í DON’T KNOW 

IS NOT SAFE. ни 2 


MAY BE OTHER 
М ASSASSINS SENT 
TO KILL YOU. 
=É 


Y FATHER, 
WHAT WILL 
YOU DO? 


Wey THE cur. 
8 “/ THE GUY IN 
THE PATH. HE 


LET ‘EM TRY 


YUMI. I WANT 
YOU TO GET HOME. MAKE 
SURE YOUR MOTHER IS SAFE. 
AND DON’T LET YOURSELF 
ВЕ SEEN. 


NO, YOU 
KEEP IT. 


š FATHER, 
те ТНЕРЕ’5 54 CAN Т ASK YOU 


OTHER NINJA Ў SOMETHING? ` 
AROUND YOU 
SN 


MIGHT NEED IT 
YOURSELF. 4 WHEN 
с YOU PASSED 
BY, HOW РР YOU 
KNOW I WAS THERE, Й 
HIDING BEHIND 
THE ROCK? 


Ба 


N 
N 
` 


ES 


види 
ee ак диск АЕ 
ыса. 


> 
THERE 15 
A TALE THAT HAS 


KUBIRA, THE 
RAT, SAW AN 
OPPORTUNITY AND 
TOOK YOU IN AND RAISED 
YOU AS HIS SON. YOU WERE 
SO FULL OF HATRED THAT 
KUBIRA KNEW THAT IF YOU 
COULD BE TRAINED TO FOCUS 
THAT ANGER, THAT YOU 
COULD BECOME THE 
BEST SWORDSMAN 


«THAT YOU 
ARE THE SON OF KAPPA, 
THE TURTLE DEMON. ТТ IS 
SAID THAT YOUR FATHER 
CAST YOU OUT OF 
HIS HOUSE. 


INDEED, WHEN 
YOUR TRAINING WAS 
COMPLETE, KUBIRA KNEW 
THAT HE HAD CHOSEN WISELY. 
IT WAS THEN THAT HE BID YOU 
REPAY HIM FOR HIS CHARITY 
IN RAISING YOU. 


YOU WERE TO 
RETURN TO YOUR 
FATHER AND KILL HIM. YOU 
SEE, ONCE YOUR FATHER WAS 
DEAD, KUBIRA WOULD BE FREE 
TO TAKE THE RICHES THAT 
HE HAD COLLECTED 
= OVER THE AGES. 


KUBIRA’S LAST 
GIFT TO YOU WAS A 


WITH WHICH TO CARRY 
OUT THE KILLING. 


YOU AGREED, 
HOWEVER, WHEN 
YOU CAME FACE TO 
FACE WITH YOUR 
FATHER, YOU FOUND 
THAT YOU COULD 
NOT TAKE HIS 


WHEN KUBIRA 
FOUND THIS OUT, HE 
ВЕСАМЕ SO ANGRY THAT 
HE BANISHED YOU TO EARTH, 
CURSED TO LIVE OUT YOUR 
MORTAL LIFE AMONG 


PRES 


PERHAPS 
IN HIS FURY, 
KUBIRA FORGOT TO TAKE 
BACK HIS MAGICAL 
SWORDS. 


> T'VE BEEN 
EXPECTING YOU. IN 
ALL HONESTY, IWOULD М РАТНЕР, rp N 
HAVE BEEN DISAPPOINTED HOPED THAT YOU 
IF ГР HEARD THAT YOUR HAD UNKNOWINGLY 
DAUGHTER HAD KILLED HER AND THEN - 
KILLED YOU. 
YOUR OWN LIFE... WITH Á A 
HER SWORD. 


7 IS THAT 
WHAT THIS 
IS ABOUT - 

SWORPS? 


YES, SWORDS. 
BUT NOT JUST ANY 
SWORDS. 


` 


` 
NOTICE HOW FOR THE MOST 
PART THEY AVOID MY BLADE. 


THE LEAVES ARE DRAWN TO IT. EACH 
ONE SLICES ITSELF NEATLY IN HALF. 


SWORDS OF YOURS А а мно WIELDS 
CONTAIN YOUR FURY, ger THEM WOULD BE 
DON'T THEY? Тал; UNBEATABLE. 


YOU'RE 
MAKING A 
MISTAKE... 


HOW CAN YOU 
BE THE MASTER OF 
SOMETHING YOU CAN'T THEIR 
...SOMEONE SE < EVEN UNDERSTAND? REASON 15 
7 LIKE YOU COULD 
NEVER HOPE 
TO CONTROL ЧАС ІРІТҮ YOU. 
BUT YOUR MISTAKE 
WAS MINE AS WELL - 
1 LET THE SWORDS 
- = Т TO МЕ. 
WHY WOULD 


ы I WISH TO TEMPER 


MY FEAR 
WAS THAT THAT 
WAS MY PURPOSE 
AS WELL. 


BUT NOW I 
SEE THAT ALTHOUGH 
WE ARE TIED TOGETHER, THE 
SWORDS ARE BUT ONLY A PART 
OF ME. THEY DO NOT DEFINE 
WHO ТАМ. 
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ES YOU CANNOT AVOID 
В ме Forever... 
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1 RECOGNIZE “ув 
хор ном, п YOU WERE 
+ THE ONE... THAT 

T KILLED. 


2. 
You МЕРЕ "A 
/ THE ONE FROM 
THE ROOFTOP THAT 
А NIGHT IN NEW ARE You 
YORK. CERTAIN? 


YOU FIRST ма 
P” THOUGHT THAT YOU А 
HAD KILLED THE BLIND Pr ее 
FOOT NINJA... ВИТ THEN THAT THE FOOT NINJA 
YOU REALIZED THE BODY TRICKED ME? BUT I - 
Т YOUR FEET WAS І FELT MY SWORD GO 
THROUGH FLESH, HEARD 


2 
H А 
ра MINE. 
i < BLOOD POURING INTO 
Д TF YOU COULD ee! 


HAVE BEEN WRONG 
THE FIRST TIME, ISN'T IT 
AS LEAST AS LIKELY THAT 

YOU COULD BE WRONG 


THE SECOND? 
am 


YOU WERE BLIND, 
b REMEMBER? 


YOU 
WERE DRUGGED. 
BLINDED. 


ELSE DO YOU 
REMEMBER? 


рім 3 
DOING 60, You WM 
ExPosep your W iy 


WEAKNESS TO THE ¿Z 


I FELT THE MUSCLES OF HIS CHEST PART UNDER 
THE EDGE OF MY BLADE... A SLIGHT DEFLECTION AS MY 
KATANA NICKED ONE OF HIS RIBS. Т HEARD HIS BREATH. 


THE 
F BLIND NINJA 
...НАР - НЕ PLANNED 
STOPPED ; із РЫ ALL THIS... ТО 
WHAT? 1 BREATHING... BEFORE IN YOUR BLOOD “ОВ PUNISH ME. НЕ 
DON’T - WAIT. І MADE MY THRUST! WM д терер Your SY KNEW THAT THE 
HIS BREATH. SOMEHOW... SOMEHOW PERCEPTIONS - ХА GUILT AND DOUBT | 
HIS BREATH. THE THE FOOT NINJA HAD KILLED || уст ENOUGH - SO THAT I WOULD 
SOUND OF ONE MAN YOU... AND THEN OFFERED THAT YOU COULD BE EXPERIENCE 
BREATHING... BUT YOUR BODY TO МЕ FOOLED... MADE TO WOULD ВЕ 
Narr мее тус BELIEVE THAT YOU FAR WORSE 
w АКО. 4 НАР INCAUTIOUSLY b THAN ANY y 
SLAIN AN > 
INNOCENT. , 


МУ AND ONLY ONE 3 
ОР ТНЕМ - ТНЕ E PLOY WORKED. 
FOOT NINJA - LEFT 4 Ë > EVEN AFTER THE EFFECT 
THAT ROOFTOP ALIVE. OF HIS DRUGS WORE OFF, 
BUT THE MAN YOU YOU STAYED BLIND. BECAUSE 
STABBED.. YOUR FEELINGS OF GUILT HELD 
С YOU IN AN IRON GRIP, YOUR 
MIND WOULD NOT ALLOW 
YOUR BODY TO 
BE RESTORED. 


LEONARDO... 
DID THE TEA 


ғ 
YES, 
MASTER. THE TEA 4 
WORKED. 
aS = 
< 
да s 
N 


а 


ES 


> I DIDN'T 


Е RAT OF 


г. CUNNING AND 
RESOURCEFUL. „4 


THE END 
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